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GHA: new Government is dealing with the legacy that we inherited 
 

The Opposition spokesperson on Health Isobel Ellul Hammond has 
expressed “dissatisfaction” with the Minister for Health Dr John Cortes for the 
handling of the recent norovirus outbreak in St Bernard’s Hospital. Given that 
the procedures and the practices in place today are the same ones that the 
new Government inherited from the previous GSD administration, it is only 
logical to assume that she must have been equally dissatisfied with the way 
her party dealt with this issue when they were in Government. 
  
Indeed, it will be recalled that in February last year there was a similar 
outbreak in St Bernard’s Hospital, which was deemed to be so serious that a 
number of wards actually had to be closed down. It was not until about a week 
later that the then GSD Government, through the GHA, saw it fit to inform the 
public and this also happened after reports in the press.  In contrast, on this 
occasion, no wards needed to be closed.  The GHA, and the Minister, were 
closely following the situation from the start, and had to determine the details 
and seriousness of the occurrence before being able to make any responsible 
and factual public statement.  The fact that the virus died out in a few days 
meant that the issue was over before there was enough information to make 
any worthwhile statement.  The slight re-occurrence several days later was 
much less significant.  Standard infection-control procedures are in place to 
tackle the situation. 
  
The Opposition are free to behave as if the world started with the change of 
Government on 9th December 2011 and as if they had not been in office for 
more than fifteen years prior to that. The reality is that everyone knows that 
the new Government has been in place for less than two months and is 
coping in many areas with the inadequate legacy that we have inherited.  
  
The Opposition have said that the response is “irresponsible” and “ill-timed”. 
They have not said why, when they were in Government, they acted in the 
same way almost exactly a year ago and whether at the time this was also 
“irresponsible” and “ill-timed”! 
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The new Minister for Health Dr John Cortes has done a magnificent job 
already working round the clock to put right some of the things that the GSD 
Government was doing wrongly.  This has included meeting staff, patients 
and relatives, and dealing with the continuing problem of lack of beds 
inherited from the GSD, who left the health service in a state of crisis only now 
being seriously tackled. 
 
 


